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November 9, 2021 

 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker, United States House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Majority Leader, United States Senate 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Schumer: 
 
As researchers and practitioners with the overwhelming weight of the scientific evidence behind 
us, we write in support of the Forestry title of the Build Back Better reconciliation package 
pending before Congress. In our view, the $27.7 billion investment in science-driven, 
ecologically based forest and fire management is an historic commitment that should be enacted 
into law. This investment supports dry forest restoration, climate- and wildfire-adaptation, fire 
risk reduction, and carbon storage as well as collaboration, forest inventories, monitoring and 
adaptive management, and other forest programs. 
 
A minority view opposes forest and fire management that involves cutting trees or fire use, such 
as prescribed burning; however, as recent events and the preponderance of scientific evidence 
demonstrate, the combined influence of more than a century of fire exclusion and rapid climate 
warming jeopardizes both forests and communities.1 The scientific evidence also shows that 
combinations of forest and fire management can mitigate wildfire impacts and protect our 
forested communities from the ravages of climate-driven wildfires.2 The most successful 
resilience treatments are those that facilitate the role of low- to moderate-severity fire as an 
ecological process.3 Mechanical treatments in dry pine, dry and moist mixed conifer, pine and 
oak woodlands, and hardwood forest types reduce tree density, remove ladder fuels, and prepare 
forests for a warmer, drier climate. To mitigate future fire behavior and severity, prescribed 
burning is necessary to reduce hazardous fuels.4 Revitalizing and supporting Indigenous burning 
practices is also a key component of landscape and community resilience. 
 
The scientific consensus is clear; the forest and fire management programs supported by the 
Build Back Better package work to restore forests and increase climate- and wildfire-adaptation 
of forests and nearby communities. Treatments in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) help 
reduce the spread of wildfire in urban environments, while landscape restoration treatments are 
effective in mitigating fire intensity and reducing vulnerability to drought and wildfire.5 Indeed, 
such treatments are rightfully attributed with positively altering wildfire behavior in this 
summer’s Caldor Fire near Lake Tahoe, as well as other wildfires such as the Black Butte and 
Lick Creek Fires in Oregon. These changes in wildfire behavior, made possible through past fuel 
reduction treatments, likely saved both lives and structures. 
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Concern has been expressed about the potential carbon and climate impacts of the forestry 
provisions in the package. Vegetation removal, forest thinning, and the use of prescribed fire all 
increase carbon emissions in the short term. But these emissions pale in comparison to those of 
modern peak season wildfires in fire-excluded forests.6 Forested area and density have increased 
dramatically since the late 19th century as fires were excluded and suppressed. The resulting 
conditions cannot be maintained under a warming climate. Science-based restoration and 
adaptation results in forests that are more resilient to wildfire and drought, which results in lower 
greenhouse gas emissions in the long term.7  
 
Without urgent action to restore our forests through the use of proven tools like variable density 
thinning, thinning from below, prescribed burning, Indigenous burning practices, and retention 
of carbon-rich older trees and forests, we jeopardize one of the best climate mitigation options 
we have: extensive multi-aged forest cover in the western United States.8 We have already lost 
many mature and old trees and forests, and climate change science forecasts a tripling of those 
losses by 2050.9 Climate- and wildfire-adaptation that fosters more durable “carbon stores” in 
older fire- and drought-tolerant trees should be a priority.10 Efficient and effective fire 
management, both the suppression and application of fire, is also key to protecting our 
communities and ecosystems. These legislative priorities include investment in fire management 
that recognizes the strain both climate change and past forest and fire management place on our 
fire management service. 
 
The best available science makes clear that there is no future without fire and smoke, but we can 
influence when and how communities and forests experience them. The Build Back Better 
package provides the resources managers need to implement and monitor proven climate- and 
wildfire-adaptation strategies. This legislation will provide much-needed funding for vital 
programs and on-the-ground work to restore and protect our cherished forests.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Ackerly , PhD 
Dean, Rausser College of Natural Resources 
University of California, Berkeley  
2068 Harper St.  
El Cerrito, CA.  
 
Christopher Adlam, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Practice, Regional 
Fire Specialist 
Oregon State University 
Central Point, OR 
 

Craig D. Allen, PhD 
Adjunct Professor, Department of 
Geography & Environmental Studies 
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 
(retired USGS research ecologist) 
 
Gregory Aplet, PhD 
Senior Science Director 
The Wilderness Society 
Arvada, CO 
 
Ashley Ballantyne, PhD 
Associate Professor, Bioclimatology 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
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Ana Barros, PhD 
Wildfire Scientist 
Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources 
Olympia, WA 
Alexis Bernal, MS 
Research Assistant 
University of California, Berkeley  
Oakhurst, CA 
 
Chad Bishop, PhD 
Director, Wildlife Biology Program 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana  
 
Peter Brown, PhD 
Director 
Rocky Mountain Tree-Ring Research, Inc. 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
C. Alina Cansler, PhD 
Postdoctoral Researcher 
School of Environmental and Forest 
Sciences, University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Andrew Carter, PhD 
Senior Conservation Policy Analyst 
Center for Conservation Innovation, 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Kensington, MD 
 
Derek Churchill, PhD 
Forest Health Scientist 
Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources 
Vashon, WA 
 
Cory Cleveland, PhD 
Professor, Department of Ecosystem and 
Conservation Sciences 
W.A. Franke College of Forestry and 
Conservation 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
 

Brandon Collins, PhD 
Research Scientist and Associate Adjunct 
Professor 
Department of Environmental Science, 
Policy, and Managment,  
University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, California 
 
Jonathan Coop, PhD 
Director, MS in Ecology 
Professor of Environment and Sustainability 
Western Colorado University 
Gunnison, Colorado 
 
Alison Cullen, ScD 
Daniel J. Evans Endowed Professor of 
Environmental Policy 
University of Washington, Evans School of 
Public Policy and Governance 
Seattle, WA 
 
Lori Daniels, PhD 
Professor, Department of Forest and 
Conservation Sciences 
University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, BC 
 
Kimberley Davis, PhD 
Research Scientist 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Megan Dettenmaier 
Communications Lead, LANDFIRE Team 
The Nature Conservancy 
Reno, Nevada 
 
Solomon Dobrowski, PhD 
Professor, Forest Landscape Ecology 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
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Elizabeth Dodson, PhD 
Professor, Forest Operations 
WA Franke College of Forestry and 
Conservation, University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Luke Dow, MS 
Project Manager 
Apple Inc. 
Vashon, WA 
 
Dr. Christopher Dunn, PhD 
Research Associate, Forest Engineering, 
Resources & Management 
College of Forestry, Oregon State University 
Philomath, Oregon 
 
Judy K. Dunscomb, M.E.M. 
Senior Conservation Scientist, Virginia 
The Nature Conservancy 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
 
Magdalena Eshleman 
Restoration Scientist and Vice President of 
the Wyoming Native Plant Society 
The Nature Conservancy 
Lander, Wyoming 
 
Michael Evans 
Mount Rainier, Maryland 
 
Dr Donald Falk, PhD 
Professor of Natural Resources 
Chair, Global Ecology & Management 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Joe Fargione, PhD 
Lead Scientist, North America 
The Nature Conservancy 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

Jerry Franklin, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
School of Environmental and Forest 
Sciences, University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 
 
James Freund, PhD 
Financial Advisor, Edward Jones 
Renton, Washington  
 
Steven Frisch 
President 
Sierra Business Council 
Truckee, California 
 
Stacey Frederick, MS 
CA Fire Science Consortium Coordinator 
UC Berkeley 
Richmond, CA 
 
Peter Fulé, PhD 
Regents´ Professor and Charles O. and Mary 
Minor Professor of Forestry 
School of Forestry, Northern Arizona 
University 
Flagstaff, AZ 
 
Charles Goebel, PhD 
Professor, Forest Ecosystem Restoration and 
Ecology 
Department Head, Forest, Rangeland and 
Fire Sciences 
University of Idaho 
Moscow, Idaho 
 
Robert Gray 
Fire Ecologist 
R.W. Gray Consulting Ltd 
Chilliwack, BC 
 
Skye Greenler 
PhD Candidate 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, Oregon 
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Mace Hack, PhD 
Director, Leveraging our Lands 
The Nature Conservancy 
Omaha, NE 
 
Keala Hagmann, PhD 
Research Ecologist, Applegate Forestry 
Affiliate Assistant Professor,  
University of Washington  
Seattle, Washington  
 
Kimberly R. Hall, PhD 
Climate Change Ecologist, North America 
Science 
The Nature Conservancy 
Lansing, MI 
 
Stevan Harrell, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Anthropology 
School of Environmental and Forest 
Sciences, University of Washington 
Bellingham, Washington 
 
Ryan Haugo, PhD 
Director of Conservation Science, Oregon 
The Nature Conservancy 
Portland, OR 
 
Rachelle Hedges,  
Project and Policy Analyst 
Berkeley Forests 
Berkeley, California 
 
Philip Higuera, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Tom Hinckley, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
School of Environmental and Forest 
Sciences, University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 

Tyler Hoecker, PhD 
Climate Adaptation Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Valentijn Hoff 
GIS Analyst, National Center for Landscape 
Fire Analysis 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Chad Hoffman, PhD 
Associate Professor, Fire Science 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins , Colorado 
 
Matthew Hurteau, PhD 
Professor, Biology 
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Kelsey Jencso, PhD 
State Climatologist and 
Associate Professor of Hydrology 
Montana Climate Office - University of 
Montana 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Sean Jeronimo, PhD 
Forest Scientist, Resilient Forestry 
Affiliate Assistant Professor,  
University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 
 
K. Norman Johnson, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
Forest Ecosystems & Society, Oregon State 
University 
Corvallis, Oregon 
 
James Johnston, PhD 
Research Associate, Forest Ecosystems & 
Society 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
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Elizabeth Kalies, PhD 
Director of Science, North Carolina Chapter 
The Nature Conservancy 
Durham, North Carolina 
 
Jeffrey Kane, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Humboldt State University 
Arcata, California 
 
Pratima KC 
PhD Candidate 
University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Maureen Kennedy, PhD 
Associate Professor, Sciences and 
Mathematics, division of School of 
Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences 
University of Washington, Tacoma 
Tacoma, Washington 
 
Leda Kobziar, PhD 
Associate Professor, Wildland Fire Science 
Director, Master of Natural Resources 
University of Idaho 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 
 
Crystal Kolden, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
University of California, Merced 
Merced, CA 
 
H. Anu Kramer, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Madison, WI 
 
Meg Krawchuk, PhD 
Associate Professor, Landscape Fire and 
Conservation Science 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 

Andrew J. Larson, PhD 
Professor of Forest Ecology 
Director, Wilderness Institute 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
 
Phillip Levin, PhD 
Professor of Practice and Lead Scientist for 
the Nature Conservancy of Washington 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Carrie Levine, PhD 
Senior Research Scientist 
Spatial Informatics Group 
Grass Valley, California 
 
Jacob Malcom 
Director, Center for Conservation 
Innovation 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Brunswick, Maryland 
 
Andrew Merschel, PhD 
Postdoctoral Researcher 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Kerry Metlen, PhD 
Forest Ecologist 
The Nature Conservancy 
Ashland, Oregon 
 
Scott Morrison, PhD 
The Victor E. Shelford Director of 
Conservation Science 
The Nature Conservancy 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Arlene Olivero, MS 
Freshwater Ecologist 
The Nature Conservancy 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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Elizabeth Pansing, PhD 
Senior Manager, forest and restoration 
scientist 
American Forests 
Silverthorne, CO 
 
Douglas Pearsall, PhD 
Senior Conservation Scientist 
The Nature Conservancy 
Lansing, MI 
 
Jamie Peeler, PhD 
The Nature Conservancy NatureNet Science 
Fellow 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
 
Zach Peery, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Wisconsin Madison 
Madison, Wisconsin  
 
Lauren Ponisio, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Susan Prichard, PhD 
Research Scientist 
University of Washington 
Winthrop, WA 
 
Lindsey Reinarz 
Collins, MO 
 
Corinna Riginos, PhD 
Director of Science, Wyoming 
The Nature Conservancy 
Lander, WY 
 
Marcos Robles, MS 
Lead Scientist 
The Nature Conservancy 
Tucson, AZ 
 

Hugh Safford, PhD 
Research Faculty, Department of 
Environmental Science 
Policy and Regional Ecologist, USDA 
Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region 
University of California-Davis 
Davis, California 
 
Courtney Schultz, PhD 
Director, Public Lands Policy Group; 
Associate Professor, Forest and Natural 
Resource Policy 
Colorado State University 
Bellvue, Colorado 
 
John Shuey, PhD 
Director of Conservation Science 
The Nature Conservancy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
James Smith, PhD 
Project Lead, Landfire Team 
The Nature Conservancy 
St. Johns, Florida 
 
Zack Steel, PhD 
Postdoctoral Researcher 
UC Berkeley 
Winters, CA 
 
Scott Stephens, PhD 
Professor, Department of Environmental 
Science, Policy, and Management,  
University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, California 
 
Mark E. Swanson, PhD 
Associate Professor, Landscape Ecology and 
Silviculture  
Forestry Degree Program Lead 
Washington State University 
Pullman, WA 
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Randy Swaty, MS 
Ecologist 
The Nature Conservancy 
Marquette, MI 
 
Thomas Swetnam, PhD 
Regents Professor & Director Emeritus 
Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Alan Taylor, PhD 
Professor of Geography 
Interim Director Earth and 
Environmental Systems Institute 
Penn State University 
Warriors Mark, Pennsylvania 
 
Ryan Tompkins, MS 
Forest and Natural Resources Advisor 
Univ. of California Cooperative Extension: 
Plumas, Sierra, & Lassen Counties 
Quincy, California 

Liz van Wagtendonk 
PhD Student 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Kate Wilkin, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Fire Ecology 
San Jose State University 
San Jose, California 
 
Connor Wood, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
Ithaca, New York 
 
Travis Woolley  
The Nature Conservancy  
114 N. San Francisco St  
Flagstaff, AZ.  
 
Robert York, PhD 
Assistant Cooperative Extension Specialist; 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Forestry 
UC Berkeley 
Georgetown, CA 

 

 
CC: 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman  
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry  
United States Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable David Scott, Chairman 
Committee on Agriculture 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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